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The Judaism on Our Own Terms Network is a national move—
ment of ith"Chdeh‘{Z campus Jewish organizafions commit—
ted to Promo‘(:ing student sel‘(:-governance and vadical in—

| clusivity — both on our individual campuses and in the wider
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We invite our -ce"ow Jewish students 4o Jo’m with us b\/ ei—
ther building new student—run groups or committing existing

S

orgahizafior\s 4o this mission. Toge{'.he\r', we can ska\ve the

‘Fu'l:we o(: Amevican Jewish discourse and t',ommuni{:\/} the

ihde"ehdeh‘t Jewish communities of {:oday will foster the .
independent Jewish leaders of tomorrow.
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Check us ou‘l: on lnrl:agram @JudaiSvn_Oh_ow_own_'[:erms,

or join the Judaism on Our Own Terms Facebook Group for

move information and resources, and to stay up to date with }
exciting JOOOT happenings/
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“Gematria” devives from the Greek word, “geome—
e’ 2 veed by flto. While obcasionslly used in theliil
Talmud and the Midrash, gematria was primarily em—

ployed within medieval Jewish mysticism, or Kabbalah.
Gematria was first mentioned in @ Jewish text in
the Sefer Yetzirah, the first Kabbalistic text which
dates back to the 2nd century C.E. The medieval
Kabbalists believed that God created the universe
through the power of the Hebrew letters and their
numerological values. Gematria thus enabled Jews to
9ain secret mystical insights into sacred texts.
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Modern Hasidie Jews, a sect of Orthodox Jewry which
draws heavil\/ upon Kabbalist ‘U\ougH:, continue to use 9e—

ol matria when veading the Torah. [n vecent years, some secu—

lar Jews have begun to use gematria to attempt to predict
{ curvent Poli'l:ica| and cultural events, a Phehomehon that is
often met with criticism among scientists and theologians.

One well-known example of a contemporary prophetic use

1 of gematria is the [997 book by American Journalist Mi-

chael Drosnin, “The Bible Code,” which illustrates that many
histovical events, such as the Holocaust, exist in gematriatic
form within the Torah. Avguments against Drosnin’s and

similav works ¢laim that this use of gematria merely explains
past events by manipulating parts of the Torah, rather
than proves that it contains genuine P\'ophec\/-
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\As a  resutl, 4pe humber 12 s sean Aas

2 Signiticantlin womporary Jewish
witurey and Jews ofton give naswetar
qifts and donahons in meltiples of 18,




Genesis 14314 saqs tnat 318 men

made vp e house of Apram, tve
armMy  WWilh \e broual/\i‘ to sufeat
WS cnemies . e Hebrew word Hfor
“Speeh, 'Y (f"kh) has the valve

od 319 -

This wnnedkion is Interpreted to
Me€an Ynat 4ne towtr O{ffve'*\""\j':

G-dS name s inad brovgn
Abvam o viubvvg.
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Lommand ments (grodws  2610) stakes,

" Honor hy fatner and mother
,INA-gKE Tax-nxTad
(kaved of aviach viet )mat’//’?)-T\'\Q Hebrew
word for “heter” T4 (tavod ). has

ine  vyumental valve of 2b
J 20
—» 26
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The Hebrw word LHor (gye v
RN R LY
[whew,,h) has tne numerical yaq)ve of

—» |3

So, 4ne pumewical Valve of “respedt,”
T2), is dovol® +hat of "love,"n1pK.
This Ye,\q-\\'.;\-Sh;P is 'm'tgv‘)rded Yo
mean dnat you can henor Yout Tavevﬂr
by %'.v‘\'f\g em o dooble Yorh'unf




Q: In Genesis 28:12, Jacob sees a ladder that ascends
from Earth o Heaven. The Hebrew word for “ladder”
is 29D (sulam). In Exodus | 7-2.4", éod veveals the Ten
Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. The Hebrew

word for Sinai is 9390. Use the gematria chart at the
beg'mning of the zine to determine the numevical value
0‘(: the wovrds ﬂ’?b (su|am), “ladder,” and 170, “Sinai."

How can we interpret the connection between them?
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TS connedion 18 in’rerem’red 0 Mmean

tnat 4ne Law as revealed 4o Moses on
Mt-Sinai iS the way in whign Jews
can  veachn= \’reaven':') il 15 the \adde€

: LA
whith +he~3 ascend .




- Know that there is no body, vital soul [nefesb spg_t [ruach]
g or higher soul [neshamah) that has not been created through ¢y
the twenty-two letters of the Torah. Each of them possesses the
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